AN

l U LT c s INTERNATIONAL UNION OF LEATHER

\ : j i : y TECHNOLOGISTS AND CHEMISTS SOCIETIES

For editorial Information:
Marc Folachier
[UL Commission

mfolachier@wanadoo.fr
+33 608 264230

News release: “EU to ban DMF in leather furniture” — Feb 3, 2009

IULTCS, 3 February, 2009: It has come to the attention of the IUL commission that some
news releases regarding the call for banning dimethyl fumarate from consumer articles in the
EU may be misleading. A review of some of the mainstream media® reports show that they
correctly report “The chemical is placed in sachets which are then put inside furniture and
shoe boxes to kill mould that would otherwise hurt the products during transport and storage
in humid climates.” If this clarification is absent it may therefore be concluded by readers
that the fungicide is used during the manufacture of leather. This is not correct and the
oversight places the leather industry and chemical suppliers to the leather industry under
unwarranted suspicion. As far as the IUL can determine from initial enquiry, dimethyl
fumarate is not used by any tanneries, and has not been used by the tanning industry for the
preservation of finished leather. In addition, the statement that dimethyl fumarate is “often
used in everyday consumer products such as leather sofas and shoes” appears to be a gross
exaggeration and not an accurate depiction of the facts.

Readers should also not confuse the “DMF” acronym used in this news story with other
chemistries that are more widely referred to as DMF - e.g. dimethylformamide and dimethyl
furan.

Reference 1: http://health.yahoo.com/news/afp/euconsumerchemicalhealthrecall 20090129202515.html
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