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General Issues Related to IU Commissions and CEN Working Groups
 
1. Welcome and agreement of agenda 
Campbell Page opened the meeting and welcomed all participants. He introduced Joan Carles Castell 
who, on behalf of Xavier Marginet, participated as the Convenor of IUC & WG1 
 
J.C. Castell announced the new job of X. Marginet to organise and coordinate the Technological Centres 
in Catalonia. Consequently he will not be able to continue as the IUC & WG1 Convenor.  
 
The experts signed the Attendance list (see Annex A). 
 
Apologies were received from: 
- Felix Frey (CH) 
- Katia Fernanda Streit (BR) 
 
2. Minutes of the last meeting (Document N083) 
The minutes of the last meeting held at CTC, Lyon on the 25th September 2007 were approved. 

 
3. Other ISO / IULTCS / CEN TC 289 business 
None 
 
Meeting of CEN TC 289/WG1 and IUC Commission 
 
4. Information on progress of current methods (IUC & WG1) 
 
4.1 Documents in parallel CEN/ISO Formal Vote in accordance VA procedure: 
 
J.C. Castell reminded to the experts the deadlines for the formal voting of: 
 
- prEN ISO 17226-1/ IUC 19-1 – Leather -- Chemical determination of formaldehyde content -- Part 1: 

Method using high performance liquid chromatography – Deadline 2008-03-24 
 
- prEN ISO 17226-2/IUC 19-2 – Leather -- Chemical determination of formaldehyde content -- Part 2: 

Method using colorimetric analysis - Deadline 2008-03-24 
 
4.2 Documents in parallel CEN/ISO Enquiry in accordance VA procedure: 
 
J.C. Castell announced the deadlines of inquiry voting for the documents indicated below: 
 
- prEN ISO 27587/ draft IUC 26 Leather- Chemical test- Determination of free formaldehyde in process 

auxiliaries: End of voting procedure 2008-07-28  
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- prEN ISO 17234/ IUC 20 Leather – Chemical test - Determination of Azo colourants in dyed leather: 
End of voting procedure 2008-08-13.  

- J.C. Castell pointed out the previous version of this document was published in the EU Official 
Journal as a harmonised Standard according to the Directive 2006/21/EC. J.C. Cannot is working on 
the problem of the determination of 4-aminoazobenzene, which is also being considered by 
CEN/TC309 and PFI will pass their draft to J.C. Cannot shortly. 

4.3 Documents accepted as EN and ISO standards: 
 
- EN ISO 17075/IUC 18:2007 Leather - Chemical tests - Determination of chromium VI content  

- EN ISO 4044/IUC 3:2008 – Preparation of chemical test samples 

- EN ISO 4045/IUC 11:2008 - Determination of pH value and difference figure of an aqueous extract.  

CTC received an e-mail from Mr. Erik Bjarnov with regards to the impossibility to measure pH and 
conductivity for pure water. It is agreed that this remark does not affect the practical application of the 
published standard and therefore, no changes are foreseen. J.C. Castell will answer Mr Bjarnov.  

(Note added after the meeting: Contact was made with Mr Bjarnov and it was found his comments were 
made in reference to the old (now deleted) version of ISO 4045. The new 2008 revision has satisfied his 
concerns.) 

- EN ISO 4048/IUC 4:2008 – Determination of substances soluble in dichloromethane 

 
5. Discussion on active work items (IUC & WG1) 
 
5.1 Documents after second CEN/ISO Enquiry in accordance VA procedure: 
  
- ISO/DIS 5398-2 Leather - Chemical determination of chromic oxide content - Part 2: 

Quantification by colorimetric determination – Deadline 2007-10-02: discussion of the 
results of the second parallel DIS Enquiry (Document: N 098) 

J.C. Castell referred to document N 098 and the results of voting, with 14 approvals, 1 disapproval and 4 
abstentions. The experts discussed the comments received during the second parallel CEN/ISO enquiry. 
The comments were resolved as follows: 
 
FR. General: J.C. Cannot observes that the method is seldom used in France. 
 
US. General: Mr. Schultz commented that the standard is essentially comparable with Part 1, 3 and 4 
and, therefore, the proposed US comment is not necessary. 
 
DE, 3.1: As proposed by Mr. Schultz, it is agreed to change the note, % instead of mg/kg. The other 
parts of the Standard also includes the note. 
 
ES, 5: The comment is accepted: “0,75 to 4 g of ground leather, depending on the expected content of 
chrome” 
 
UK, 7.2: Proposed change is accepted: “Spectrophotometer, capable of reading absorbance to a 
minimum of 3 decimal places at a wavelength of 540 nm”. 
 
8.1: Ashing temperature shall be 750º C ± 50º C.  
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8.2: 10 ml, up to 50 ml for leather with an expected low chromium content, of the solution (8.1) are 
added to a 100 ml volumetric flask. 
 
ES, 9: Proposed change is not accepted. Standard solution of Cr(VI) from potassium dichromate is the 
most convenient to check of the analytical system. 
 
The second paragraph of 9 should be deleted. 
 
ES, 10: V1 must be 1000 ml. 
 
It is decided to proceed with the proposed and approved changes and to circulate the corrected 
document for Formal Vote. 
 

5.2 Other work item documents 

- Leather – Chemical tests – Part 1: Determination of extractable metal content in leather 
(Document: N099 and N100) 

After long discussions on analytical details and proposals for technical suggestions, Ms. Elisabetta Scaglia 
will propose the corrected document to be circulated and reviewed in the next meeting. 
 
It is decided to request to CEN/TC 289 the formal adoption of the document as NWI, under Vienna 
Agreement with ISO, CEN Lead. 

 
- Leather – Chemical tests – Part 2: Determination of total metal content in leather 
(Document: N101 and N102) 

After long discussions on analytical details and proposals for technical suggestions, Ms. Elisabetta Scaglia 
will propose the corrected document to be circulated and reviewed in the next meeting. 
 
It is decided to request to CEN/TC 289 the formal adoption of the document as NWI, under Vienna 
Agreement with ISO, CEN Lead. 
 

- Leather - Determination of the free and ethoxylated nonylphenols in the leather. 
Interlaboratory proposal.  

Mr. Calvanese from SSIP will formalise the document into an CEN/ISO format and circulate for 
discussion. Comments from Inescop will be included. 

J.C. Cannot comments that in accordance to ISO 18857-1:2005 Water quality -- Determination of 
selected alkylphenols -- Part 1: Method for non-filtered samples using liquid-liquid extraction and gas 
chromatography with mass selective detection a cleaning of the extraction is necessary. 

- Organotin compounds in leather.  

Elena Mocchio will send documents from France and CEN/TC 309/WG2 to be combined before end of 
July. 

Mr. Calvanese from SSIP will formalise the document into an CEN/ISO format and circulate for 
discussion. 

- Biocides. (Document: INERIS-DRC-01-25582-ECOT-CTi/VMi-nº01DR0175) 

Discussion on strategies to apply.  
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Renate Meyndt will prepare a report to be circulated to the experts for discussion during next meeting in 
September. 

Mr. Calvanese from SSIP will prepare a report on halogenated organic compounds on biocides. 

6. Any other business 
 
None. 
 
 
Meeting of CEN TC 289/WG2 and IUP Commission 
 
7.    Information on progress of current methods (IUP & WG2)  
 
7.1  prEN ISO DIS 26081 ⎪ IUP 50 Leather – Physical and mechanical tests –  Determination 
of soiling for domestic and contract upholstery leather  (start of second two month parallel 
ISO/DIS vote and CEN enquiry 2008-02-21 and ends 2008-05-06)  

Mike Wilson explained that far more work had been required to produce this prEN than had been 
anticipated. The issue regarding supply of felt cubes had been resolved with the UK supplier Naish. The 
actual wool content is a minimum of 90% and this value will need to be inserted when the enquiry 
comments are considered. The reflectometer measurement had been replaced with a standard 
colorimeter method. It is expected that Annex B will be replaced with a reference to ISO 105-F09 
(currently a DIS) which is due to be published soon. Also, on reviewing the prEN document to go to 
second ISO/DIS vote, ISO CS had made six format/editorial comments that will have to be taken into 
account when all comments are considered. Any suggestions to change the title or scope should be 
made officially in the current ISO/DIS vote and CEN enquiry – see also 7.2 below. 
 
7.2  EN ISO 26082 ⎪ IUP 53 Leather – Physical and mechanical tests –  Determination of 
soiling for automotive leather  - Published on 2007-12-06 

Gustavo Gonzalez-Quijano queried why this standard was not referred to in the general furniture 
standard ISO 26081 and suggested removing the application “for automotive leather” from the title of 
ISO 26082 at the next revision to broaden it out to all leathers. It was pointed out however that furniture 
manufacturers can call up either standard as they wish; the scope of neither standard precludes use for 
other applications. 
 
7.3  EN ISO DIS 23910 ⎪ IUP 44 Leather – Physical and mechanical tests –  Measurement of 
stitch tear resistance  - Published on 2007-10-11  

No comments 
 
7.4  Document Leather - Physical and mechanical tests – Measurement of dynamic water 
resistance of shoe upper leather by the Maeser water penetration tester  (Document: N095) 

M. Wilson explained that C. Page had now formatted the draft document in the appropriate style and 
SATRA was now to add an annex including the option of electronic moisture detection. 

In view of EN ISO 5403 Determination of water resistance of flexible leather currently undergoing a 5 
year review, it was considered expedient to incorporate the Maeser test for shoe leathers as a Part 2 in a 
revision of EN ISO 5403. WG2 therefore made a Resolution to request TC289 to raise a NWI to extend 
EN ISO 5403 Water resistance of flexible leather  into two parts with the following working titles: Part 1 
– repeated linear compression (penetrometer) method and Part 2 – repeated angular compression 
(Maeser). A NWI then allows up to one year to prepare the document to go to Enquiry. 
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Using either the Scope or an Introduction clause it was suggested that the background and application of 
each method should be explained and the statement made that there is no correlation between the two 
methods. 

8.  Review of Published EN ISO to be revised in 2007 (Document: N085 and CEN/TC 289 
N299) 
 
8.1 Review replies and comments received in response to CEN/TC289 N299 (deadline for replies 2008-
02-17) – (Document: N105 (TC 289 N307 Rev)) 
 
Firstly, it was reported that EN ISO 2419 appeared on the originally circulated list of standards due for 
review in error and review was not due. However EN ISO 2418 was due for review and had been 
included in N105. 
 
There was then discussion of Italy’s repeated comment against a number of the standards for review 
that ‘harmonisation of test reports is needed’. They considered that some results should be optional as 
they were not required or were confusing to their customers. There was little support for this view and 
indeed it was pointed out that where reports were covered by accreditation then all results listed in the 
Test Report clause must be reported. The test lab however, can report results to the customer in 
whatever way they consider most appropriate. 
 
The comments on the 19 standards for review were then discussed. Six are to be revised and two still to 
be decided therefore they are ‘Pending’: 
 

Reference Title:  Leather - Physical and mechanical tests 

EN ISO 
2598:2002/IUP4 
 

 Determination of thickness                                                       - confirmed 

EN ISO 
2418:2002/IUP2 
 

Leather – Chemical , physical and fastness tests – sampling location
                                                                                              - confirmed 

EN ISO 
2420:2002/IUP5 
 

 Determination of apparent density                                             - confirmed 
however editorial correction require to Italian translation in clause 8 
where the word “mean” had been omitted  
 

EN ISO 
5403:2002/IUP10 
 

 Determination of water resistance of flexible leather                       - Revise 
- no change required to existing text but the Maeser method to be 
added as Part 2 (see minute 7.4 above). M Wilson to prepare draft 
 

EN ISO 
5404:2002/IUP11 

 Determination of water resistance of heavy leather                         - Revise 
The method does not specify a brass roller therefore this is no 
longer an issue, however, Italy have suggestions regarding uniformity
 of test parameters. Rosario Mascolo to annotate a copy of the 
standard and circulate for further discussion 
 

EN ISO 
2417:2002/IUP7 
 

 Determination of static absorption of water                                - confirmed 
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Reference Title:  Leather - Physical and mechanical tests 

EN ISO 
17229:2002/IUP42 
 

 Determination of water vapour  absorption                                 - confirmed 

EN ISO 
3380:2002/IUP16 
 

 Determination of shrinkage temperature                                     - confirmed 
 

EN ISO 
17227:2002/IUP35 
 

 Determination of dry heat resistance of leather                            - confirmed 

EN ISO 
3376:2002/IUP6 
 

 Determination of tensile strength and percentage extension             - Revise 
Renate Meyndt to annotate a copy of the standard and circulate.  
Revision to include reporting results in MPa and not N/mm and 
amendments to figure 1. 
 

EN ISO 3377-
1:2002/IUP40 
 

 Determination of tear strength – Part 1:Single edge tear                  - Revise 
Renate Meyndt and Rosario Mascolo to annotate a copy of the
 standard and circulate. Clauses 6.2 – 6.5 require amending to allow for 
electronic calculation, possibly requiring use of different sample length. 
 

EN ISO 3377-
2:2002/IUP8 
 

 Determination of tear strength – Part 2: Double edge tear                - confirm  

EN ISO 
17233:2002/IUP29 
 

 Determination of cold crack temperature of surface coatings             - confirm 

EN ISO 
5402:2002/IUP20 
 

 Determination of flex resistance by flexometer method                    - Revise 
Haiko Schulz to annotate a copy of the standard and circulate. 
Revision to include defining ‘crack’ and ‘micro crack’. 
 

EN ISO 
3378:2002/IUP12 
 

 Determination of resistance to grain cracking and grain crack index   - confirm 

EN ISO 
17236:2002/IUP43 
 

 Determination of extension set                                                      - confirm 

EN ISO 
17235:2002/IUP36 
 

 Determination of softness                                                            - Pending 
Haiko Schulz to discuss further with BLC and equipment manufacturer
 to resolve whether or not there is an issue of real concern. 
 

EN ISO 
17186:2002/IUP41 
 

 Determination of surface coating thickness                                    - Revise 
Haiko Schulz to liaise with SATRA regarding use of SEM as alternative
 to the grid technique and annotate a copy of the standard and circulate.   
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Reference Title:  Leather - Physical and mechanical tests 

EN ISO 
14268:2002/IUP15 
 

 Determination of water vapour permeability                                - Pending 
INESCOP proposal (N088) to simplify this method to be discussed
 as a priority at next meeting of IUP/WG2. 

 
9.   Any other business  
 
Earlier during the course of the meeting J.C. Cannot made the point that there is no general standard for 
testing the abrasion resistance of leather. Other comments made around the table included: Martindale 
test is not reliable; Taber abrasive wheels are better standardised than abrasive paper; standard 
deviation in all abrasion tests is very high; Veslic can be used with rubber rather than felt. 

This topic is to be discussed at the next meeting as a possible new work item. 
 

Meeting of CEN TC 289/WG3 and IUF Commission 
 
10.       Progress revision of current ISO & EN methods (IUF and WG3): documents to be 
submitted to parallel Final Voting procedure: 

- prEN ISO 11643/IUF 434 – Colour fastness of small samples to solvent solutions (Document: N 
106*) 
- prEN ISO 11644/IUF 470 – Determination of adhesion of finish to leather(Document: N107) 

C. Page reported that the 2 documents including the changes proposed at the last meeting in Lyon are 
now ready to be circulated to the meeting. After this they will then progress to a formal CEN and ISO 
vote for approval. 

 
11. Review of published standards  under WG3 responsibility 

- EN ISO 11640:1998 (ISO 11640:1993) Leather - Tests for colour fastness - Colour fastness to cycles 
of to-and-fro rubbing  
- EN ISO 11641:2003 (ISO 11641:1993) Leather - Tests for colour fastness - Colour fastness to 
perspiration  
- EN ISO 11642:1998 (ISO 11642:1993) Leather - Tests for colour fastness - Colour fastness to water  

C. Page reported that the above 3 Standards are due for a 5 year CEN review. Already proposed changes 
for EN ISO 11640 and EN ISO 11641 have been received. Before discussing specific changes it was 
decided to wait for the results of CEN and ISO inquiries regarding their revision. These inquiries will take 
place during 2008.  

  
12. Proposals for new work items & any other business 
None 
 
13. Confirmation of Resolutions for CEN/TC 289 Plenary from WG1, WG2 and WG3 
E. Mocchio summarised the decisions taken by the experts of the three working groups and proposed to 
present them to CEN/TC 289 during the plenary meeting of the following day. The experts agreed. 
 
14 Date and location of next meeting 
The next combined meeting of CEN/TC 289 WG1/2/3 – IULTCS will be held on 10th September, 2008 
at FILK in Freiberg (Germany).  
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